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The American Transportation Question. By Samuel O. Dunn. 
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A great change has taken place in the last ten years in the 
tone of books devoted to the transportation question. In the 
period of the seventies, eighties, and nineties, this literature, with 
few exceptions, had a distinct point to emphasize of a partisan 
character. The object of the earlier controversy has now been 
conceded, however, by all parties to the discussion ; and no longer 
is the authority of the state to regulate or even to own the 
railroads, if it be deemed wise, questioned. This is a great gain in 
the movement toward constructive legislation. Then authors 
advocated; now they are content to discuss problems, trying to 
answer the question of how to deal with them in the wisest way. 
It is to this class of books that the one under review belongs. It 
is distinctly a helpful book. As becomes a man who has edited a 
journal devoted to railway matters, Mr. Dunn argues, and gener- 
ally conclusively, for a larger and saner attitude toward the 
regulation of railways. He says in the last chapter of the book, 



